THE CONSTITUTION OF POLAND
Palatines, to govern the provinces; Castellans, to com-
mand fortresses and royal cities; and Starostas, to ad-
minister justice in the towns. Having once made these
appointments, the king could not revoke them; every
official was appointed for life, or for the period of the
king's reign.
The Wiece, or great Council, in time developed into
the Senate, or Upper House of legislature, over which
the king presided in person. It was composed of 135
members, namely, 2 archbishops, 15 bishops, 33 palatines,
and 85 castellans. The king had also a Ministry of twelve
members; namely, the Hetman or Field-marshal of
Poland, the Hetman of Lithuania, the Grand Chancellors
of Poland and Lithuania, four Chancellors, the Lord
High Treasurer, and the Marshal of the Royal House-
hold. These had seats in the Senate, but took no part
in the discussions.
The growth of a Lower House of legislature was
coincident with the assertion by the lesser gentry of their
rights. They assembled first in local Diets, or sejmiki,
to which the burghers were also admitted. Soon the
szhchta not only dominated these assemblies, but exalted
them into meetings of national importance. When the
nation was at war, the sejmiki would consider the
situation, and the szhchta would decide to fight or not
to fight, as they pleased. Thus Casimir IV., when con-
fronted by the power of the Teutonic Knights, was
obliged to go from one sejmiki to the other for men and
money to carry on a war against the enemies of Poland.
The szlachta made the functions of these assemblies so
vital to the State that they merged into a general Diet,
the deputies for which were selected by the sejmiki
As the szhchta controlled the sejmiki, no one not of
noble birth was ever sent to the sejm, or general Diet.
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